SHELLS                              249
The Times. In many ways he was a privileged
individual. He had been in the Army; after
passing through the Staff College he saw ser-
vice in Egypt and held appointments in the
Intelligence Branch of the War Office and as
Military Attache at The Hague. Thus he had
not only expert knowledge but an intimate
acquaintance with the higher ranks of the
Service. Sir J. French, Sir A. Paget, Sir J.
Cowans, and Sir A. Murray were among his
friends, and he took care to make the most of
their friendship.
His diary, like that of Henry Wilson, is very
outspoken, but in the eyes of some people it
loses much of its value on account of the many
pages which he devotes to the lighter side of
London Society. Every day he took lunch
with a countess at the Ritz, tea with an actress
(Lydia Kyasht or Doris Keane), dinner with a
duchess at the Carlton; he describes bridge and
tennis parties, theatres, and the charms of his
lady friends. All this, however, was part of his
job as a journalist Politics and personal in-
trigues were big factors in the war and Reping-
ton was a keen student of both tHese subjects.
When would Sir John French be recalled, and
who would replace him ? What had Churchill
or Lloyd George said about Gallippli ? When
would compulsory service be introduced?
These were the topics of conversation at every
dinner table. Duchesses and countesses were
not seldom able to impart " exclusive informa-
tion." Such sources of knowledge are not to
be despised by an ambitious journalist who has
the good fortune to find them at his disposal.